
Subject: History 

Topic Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Notes  
 Skills/knowledge 

progression  
Link to EYFS 
 

Skills/knowledge progression  Link to national 
curriculum  

Skills/knowledge progression  Link to national 
curriculum  

 

changes 
within living 
memory 

How I have grown? Talk 

about how I have 

changed. Talk about my 

family and what we like? 

 
 

Children talk 
about past and 
present events 
in their own lives 
and in the lives 
of family 
members. 

Use the words yesterday, today and 
tomorrow correctly.  
Demonstrate that they understand 
about the passing of time by talking 
about events that have happened 
in their lifetime 

changes within 
living memory  

 

Use temporal connectives. 
Talk about current national events 
 

changes within 
living memory – 
where 
appropriate, these 
should be used to 
reveal aspects of 
change in national 
life 

 

  

events 
beyond 
living 
memory 

How I have grown? Talk 

about how I have 

changed. Talk about my 

family and what we like? 

 
 
 

Children talk 
about past and 
present events 
in their own lives 
and in the lives 
of family 
members. 

Know that there are people  who 
lived before they were born who  
achieved great things or changed 
the course of history 
 
See below 
 

events beyond 
living memory 
that are significant 
nationally or 
globally 

Sequence and retell main events. 
Understand about sources of 
evidence. 
To understand how people reacted 
to events. 
Identify reasons for events. 
Understand that people have 
different opinions. 
Time lines 
Think about how a significant event 
made people feel. 
 
See below 
 

events beyond 
living memory 
that are significant 
nationally or 
globally 

  

 
The lives 
of 
significant 
individuals 
in the past 

 

 
 Guy Fawkes 

Scott of the Antarctic 
Stephen Hawking 
Mary Anning 
Tim Peake 
Neil Armstong 
 

the lives of 
significant 
individuals in the 
past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements,  

Florence Nightingale 
The Great Fire of London 
The moon landing 
Titanic 
 

the lives of 
significant 
individuals in the 
past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, 
some should be 
used to compare 

  



 
 

aspects of life in 
different periods 

Local history 
 

 Know that there are people who 
live(d) locally who have a place in 
history 
 
John Henry Knight 

significant people 
in their own 
locality 

 

Look at the characteristic features 
and compare to other like it from 
different areas and periods of 
history. 
 
Farnham Castle 

significant 
historical events, 
people and places 
in their own 
locality 

 

 
 
 
 

They should 
ask and 
answer 
questions 

  
 

 Look for clues in photos and objects 
to show chronology of events. Give 
simple reasons to justify their 
decisions. 
Use a variety of sources to ask and 
answer questions 

They should ask 
and answer 
questions, 
choosing and 
using parts of 
stories and other 
sources to show 
that they know 
and understand 
key features of 
events.  

Describe cause and effect. 
Describe likely consequences. 
Understand about sources of 
evidence. 
Work out which sources of 
evidence support an event. 
 

They should 
understand some 
of the ways in 
which we find out 
about the past 
and identify 
different ways in 
which it is 
represented. 

 


