
Subject:  Geography 

Topic Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Notes  
 Skills/knowledge 

progression  
Link to EYFS 
 

Skills/knowledge progression  Link to national 
curriculum  

Skills/knowledge progression  Link to national 
curriculum  

 

Locational 
knowledge 

Talk about Earth where 
we live  

Children know 
about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to 
places. 

Introduce the names of seas, 
continents and countries of the UK. 
 
Know that continents are a group 
of countries. 
 
Make basic comparisons between 
countries. 
 
 

Name and locate 
the world’s seven 
continents and 
five oceans. 
 Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of 
the four countries 
and capital cities 
of the 
United Kingdom 
and its 
surrounding seas 

Use google maps to locate the 7 
continents. 

Name and locate 
the world’s seven 
continents and 
five oceans. 
 Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of 
the four countries 
and capital cities 
of the 
United Kingdom 
and its 
surrounding seas 

 

Place 
knowledge 
 

Where do I live? 
Where does my family 
live? 
Talk about my house 
and who lives there.  
 
Where have you been 
on holiday? 
 
 
 

Children know 
about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to 
places. 

Make basic comparisons between 
countries. 
 
 

understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through studying 
the human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom, 
and of a small 
area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 

Compare and contrast a locality 
different to our own. Look at 
difference in climate, physical 
features 
 

understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through studying 
the human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom, 
and of a small 
area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 

 

Human and 
physical 
geography 

 

Can talk about different 
planets   
Rockpool, Seashore  
Compare shells  
Discuss litter on the 
beach – how is it 

They talk about 
the features of 
their own 
immediate 
environment 
and how 
environments 

Use basic physical features to 
describe an imaginary place 
Know the difference between a 
human and physical feature 
 

Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
and the location 
of hot and cold 
areas of the world 

Draw a simple map with a basic key 
 
To identify human and physical 
features of the local area 

Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
and the location 
of hot and cold 
areas of the world 

 



 

harming the 
environment? 
 
 

might vary from 
one another. 

Revise and build on vocab of 
physical features inc archipelago, 
isthmus, desert, volcano, lagoon 
Introduce 4 main points of the 
compass 
 
Learn that places near the poles are 
cold and places near the equator 
are hot. 
 

in relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to 
refer to: 
key physical and 
human features 

in relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to 
refer to: 
key physical and 
human features 

Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 
 

 
 

Can talk about different 
planets   
Rockpool, Seashore  
Compare shells  
Discuss litter on the 
beach – how is it 
harming the 
environment? 
 

They talk about 
the features of 
their own 
immediate 
environment 
and how 
environments 
might vary from 
one another. 

Make basic comparisons between 
countries. 
 
 

Use world maps, 
atlases and globes 
to identify the 
United Kingdom 
and its countries, 
as well as the 
countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage 
Use simple 
compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and 
locational and 
directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], 
to describe the 
location 
of features and 
routes on a map 

Compare and contrast a locality 
different to our own. Look at 
difference in climate, physical 
features 

Use world maps, 
atlases and globes 
to identify the 
United Kingdom 
and its countries, 
as well as the 
countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage 
Use simple 
compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and 
locational and 
directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], 
to describe the 
location 
of features and 
routes on a map 

 


